Library Policies and Procedures Workshop Handout # 31

Why Parents challenge library materials

Parents may be most sensitive to their children’s exposure to materials they find objectionable when their children are between the ages of 4-6 and 14-16. (James LaRue, “Buddha at the Gate Running: Why People Challenge Library Materials,” American Libraries, December 2004, p. 42-44.)

At 4, children begin interacting with the world in a “less purely physical” way.  They are more language and socially oriented. Correspondingly, parents begin to see that dangers are more than physical and that the world is uncontrollable.

At 14, teens are questioning everything and need to negotiate new limits – just at the time when many parents are at their most conservative (saving for college or retirement). “You can’t control him either” – as an institution, the library can only “monitor detectable violations of courtesy and law, oversee, remonstrate, attempt to redirect, and exile.” Parents realize that their teens are not under anyone’s “control.”

Children mature at different rates and have different interests and backgrounds

Youth (especially teens) often seek information at the library that they are embarrassed to ask an adult about. 
They search for factual information which may ease their fears and keep them safe.

Reading/viewing doesn’t mean approval. 

Parents are the right people to make decisions about their child’s reading.

By raising their concerns, they open the door to a dialog which can help you guide them to resources that will work for their family.

It is not appropriate for parents to make decisions for what other people’s children have access to. This is censorship.

